
June 24, 2013 
Here We Are Again 

With the arrest of 31-yr old Hope Tomahawk-Whiteshield, the step-grandmother 
to 35 month old Laurynn Whiteshield, and the tale of horrors that she told about 
how she killed that child, we now have a ‘Bad Person’ to direct our anger, shock 
and disgust.  We can blame her.  

Let’s look at her history so we know how ‘bad’ she is, shall we? She had her own 
children removed from her home because of abuse, and they were placed in 
Foster Care. It was clear to all those in charge of these things, she was not 
capable of caring for children and she was a danger to them.  

Yet, one of the last things Kevin Dauphinais (Brownshield) did in his capacity as 
Director of Tribal Social Services, just before he departed that position, leaving a 
wake of corruption and scandal which others have gladly wallowed in since, one 
of the very last things he did to cover his tracks, was to have Hope’s children 
returned to her, despite her not wanting them returned, not being capable of 
coping with them.   

He did that to cover his embezzlement of funds.  Most of the children that were 
placed in Foster Care received none of the monies or services,  the Federal, 
State and Regional governments funded or provided.   

He instead, took that money for himself and his family, and friends. Millions of 
Dollars went missing under his watch, and the BIA and their much ballyhooed 
“Strike Team” have done nothing to investigate where the money went, nor what 
happened to the children. 

In order to cover up what he had done, he simply dragged children out of safe 
homes and returned them to their abusive homes, and destroyed, shredded 
paperwork regarding them.  He admitted that. He said he was ordered to shred 
important documents by Chairman Roger Yankton.  That also has not been 
investigated.  

So, Hope is just one of many cases where children were returned into very 
abusive, neglectful, dangerous homes…  

She was violent and she had no coping skills. And there she was, with a houseful 
of children ranging in age from 14 to Toddlers.  Tribal Social Services cared not 
what happened to those children, nor any other children placed in her care.  They 
only wanted to make the “Paperwork look Right” so that the investigation would 
not go more than an inch deep into the abyss.  

And then, after two years of warnings, and 13 Mandated Reports, all the Dog and 
Pony show put on by the BIA and their ‘Strike Team’, USAG Tim Purdon 
vouching for the ‘career professionalism (like his own) of the BIA’s handling of 



Restless Spirit  
24 June 2013                                                                                Page 2 of 7 

the take over of Tribal Social Services … last May, these precious little twin girls 
were also placed in Hope’s care and keeping.   

Yes, they did it. They took the little girls from a safe, loving, nurturing home 
where they had gone after suffering such abuse/neglect that they required a 
week’s stay in a hospital, and those little angels thrived under the love and 
care… and the BIA Strike Team which was in charge of Tribal Social Services 
did exactly what Kevin and the others since him had been doing, and removed 
those children and placed them in Hope’s care.  I’m sure it was the easiest, 
quickest way to make the paperwork look right.   

And here we are again, burying another tiny, defenseless child who suffered and 
died a horrendous death while in the care and keeping of someone who was 
known to be a danger to children, less than a month after being removed from 
the safety of the loving home.  

So, while we have outrage and fury over how this child died, let’s make sure we 
hold those accountable to set it up. Let’s hold accountable and demand answers 
from all those people in suits and ties who absolutely knew this was wrong, but 
did it anyway.  

Hope will doubtless look pitiful in her mug shot, and in court. People will look at 
her and conclude she ‘looks like someone that would murder a child.’   

The irony would be if it was Tim Purdon acting as prosecutor, for he is as 
culpable as she is on this, if not more so.  He ignored the 13 Mandatory reports. 
He ridiculed the urgency of the cases in those reports and the predictions that 
there would be more deaths and serious injuries because of the corruption in 
Tribal Social Services.  

I would love to sit in the courtroom if he is the prosecutor. Or anyone in his office. 
He needs to be sitting at the Defense Table, in shackles, right next to Hope.  

And while we’re at it, let’s put a few other well-heeled political appointees and 
Agency Directors at that table with her.  

I am not here to defend what she did. It sickens me. But I know how it happened, 
not just the details of the crime itself, but the whole thing of how it was set up by 
those whose job it was to protect the people, protect the children and chose 
instead to protect their friends and political connections.  

Laurynn paid the price for this.  Her funeral is at 10:00 AM this morning. I know 
it’s short notice, but I would like to see the whole community show up for this.  It’s 
too late for Laurynn, but it would make a statement about the other children still 
at risk, still being abused, neglected and raped on that rez.   

I only ask, regardless of how you feel about this tragedy, that you show respect 
for the privacy of the family.  You don’t know what their lives have been like. You 
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don’t know anything about them except this one ugly flash insight into the 
nightmare they themselves had no control over.   

Until the corruption in Tribal Social Services, The BIA, The USAG’s office and all 
of the Tribal Leadership is thoroughly investigated as a Criminal Organization, 
there will be more babies murdered, raped, neglected, abused… and they will 
grow up, those who survive, many of them addicted, without coping skills, 
knowing only violence, unable to keep their own children safe, nor yours.  

This is all connected. The corruption and the murder of children cannot be untied 
from one another.  By the corrupt protecting the corrupt, and the Federal & State 
Governments looking for excuses not to investigate, rather than doing their job, 
we can only expect more tragedies.  

This one could have been avoided. Easily. It never had to happen. None of those 
children should ever have been placed with Hope, but they were.  And we don’t 
know where those other children are right now.  

I know the Twin is safe, for now, returned to her Foster Parents, who once again, 
must rebuild her sense of this world, now, missing the one person she was closer 
to than any other, her twin sister.  

Kevin Cramer, who has been the ONLY elected official, from what I have seen, 
who has done more than give lip service and photo ops, but who has 
passionately, (and he was thoroughly trashed for it as his comments were taken 
completely out of context) he has passionately and diligently pursued the cause 
of making it safe for the  Women & children of Spirit Lake Nation.  He is the only 
one that has questioned the credibility of those in charge, and he is the only one 
that has looked hard and asked real questions about what is really going on out 
there.  

He was the driving force, from what I have seen, behind the return of the twin to 
a place of safety and security.  He was the only one who thought about what was 
best for that child, while others batted her around like a political ping-pong ball.  

She needs long-term stability. She will have that in the home where she was 
raised until last May. She will need a lot of help in recovery, not to be treated as a 
symbol of sovereignty.  If the BIA or the Federal/State or Tribal Governments 
take any measures to again remove her, it should be considered an act of Child 
Cruelty and wanton disregard for her well-being.  

Late For Class 

When I was in high-school, I had three classes with one of the class clowns 
named Frank or Fred. Let’s call him ‘Frank’.  Frank was always late to class, 
sometimes by 20 minutes.  He would show up at the door, and stage an entrance 
bordering on stand-up comedy.  He would lean in, and self strangle himself, as if 
he was battling a bad guy.   
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The class would laugh. We couldn’t help it. It was disruptive, yes. Very. “the 
Frank Show” as my teachers called it, would go on for about 2 minutes.  It was 
pointless to try and stop him or even shame him.  We always applauded his act.  

The only way Teachers could get on with it, was to wait for it to end and say: 
“Take a seat Frank, you might learn something.” And he would.  Class then 
resumed.   

Heidi Heitkamp has decided to finally step up and make a statement about the 
death of the little girl on the rez.  She was so full of bluster and outrage, you’d 
think she’d been on this from the beginning.   

You’d never guess unless you were following this issue and her record closely, 
that last week, after this child was murdered, was the very first time she ever 
made any official statement about the situation out there.  

I myself, felt like applauding.  Take a seat Heidi. You might learn something.  

Try showing up ready to work next time.  Yes, sadly, because of the neglect of 
those we have elected, and those they have appointed, there will be a next time. 
And a next and a next.   

The only reason she’s showing up now is that people are calling, emailing, 
faxing, and phoning her office and wanting her official response. Now, let’s see if 
she, now that she’s in class, can work with Kevin Cramer, and get a full 
investigation at every level: Tribal, Local, Regional, State and Federal, into the 
corruption that is absolutely murdering children out there, and using millions of 
our tax dollars to do it.  

Let’s see what the Mighty Heidi actually does, shall we?  

Senator Hoeven also made a dramatic entrance into this one. He had, early on, 
tap danced his way onto and off of the stage, and moved onto other things.  
When a constituent received a phone call from his office regarding her email to 
him months earlier about the corruption of the BIA and Tribal Social Services, a 
mere few days prior to this most recent child murder, he waved her off with the 
comment that “The BIA is taking care of that.”   

It was as if he was not even listening to the question.  

Take a seat, Senator Hoeven, you might learn something.   

The good people of Spirit Lake, and all over North Dakota,  as well as from other 
states, are watching how this is being handled. We want to see, actually see 
proof that there is action.  We want to see full-on investigations to this snake pit 
of corruption. We don’t want ‘assurances’, we want proof.  We know there is 
ongoing criminal activity. We know it is woven throughout the entire Tribal 
Leadership, past and present, all the business enterprises, all of the elected and 
appointed officials who deal with the tribe.   
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We need to see arrests. Not just of the one woman who murdered a child, but of 
everyone in anyway connected to all of the agencies involved in making that 
happen.  

We want to see arrests of past and present BIA officials, all the way up the line, 
as far as they go.  If you have to pull down a dossier on a past politician or 
elected official, or a few judges, tribal, municipal, Federal, then, by all means do 
it.  

Because none of this changes, none of this gets better, until you rip the core of 
the corruption and those who make it profitable, right out into the light of legal 
action, and show us you are doing something that actually counts.  

This is not going away.  We are not going away.  The next dead child, the next 
raped child, is on you all. You have the power and the authority to fix this. No one 
else does.  

Play Victim 

It never ceases to amaze me how, when the Tribal Chairman, The Tribal Council, 
are asked for a statement, even on something as horrendous as the murder of a 
child, can’t manage to say anything unless they portray themselves as martyrs.  I 
was neither shocked nor surprised when the Tribe’s Statement to the Grand 
Forks Herald, June 20, 2013,  

The council also objected that “some are using this tragedy to attack the tribe” 
and said it has “a demonstrated record of its commitment to improving social 
services programs.” 

No one is attacking the Tribe. No one. It is not the Tribe that is at fault. It is the 
Corrupt Leadership of the Tribe, and another murdered child is the result.  

As far as their having a ‘demonstrated record of …commitment to improving 
Social Services programs’… I’m sure that ‘proof’ is in the paperwork that looks 
much neater now that the BIA Strike Team has been on it for all these months.  
But clearly, given that children are routinely and often taken from safe homes and 
put directly into harm’s way, it’s hard to see what exactly the ‘commitment’ or the 
‘improvements’ are.  

Nothing has changed except the signatures on the orders to put children in 
harm’s way. Nothing.  Until there is a full investigation, arrests, and millions of 
dollars in stolen funds are recovered, nothing has changed.  

The Tribal Council likes to pretend they are both the victim of ‘negativity’ and the 
martyrs standing up for the tribe.  They are no such thing. They are thugs, and 
they rape and they kill and they place in harm’s way, tiny babies who cannot 
defend themselves, all the while the Tribal Council, Tribal Chair, are taking 
millions in government funds, and casino hopping all across the nation, traveling 
first class.   
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The Tribe is the victim of the Tribal Chair and the Tribal Council. They even end 
up paying excessive salaries and bonuses to those who were busted, long ago. 
They end up paying salaries and legal fees to those who are busted.  It’s a 
bottomless piggy bank for them.  

So when they put on their sad, stern Serious Indian Faces, try not to laugh. It’s a 
tragedy that they are not all in jail.  

This is about another baby being murdered. It’s not about how ‘victimized’ the 
Tribal Council feels that all this ‘negativity’ is pointed at them. That’s where it 
should be pointed.  

There are mostly Good People in Spirit Lake. But they have no voice.  The Tribal 
Council passed a law that if any of them ever speaks to media, regardless of if it 
is on their own time, they will not be able to hold a job on the rez. They can be 
fired for talking.  I’m sure there are other penalties for those who speak up. I’ve 
seen it and heard it.  

Perhaps the Tribal Council should engage their favorite newspaper writers and 
do a ‘feel good’ article again about how safe it is on the rez, especially for 
children. You know, something ‘happy’ and ‘positive’, so people won’t be thinking 
that all this corruption and all these dead babies stacking up like cordwood, are a 
problem.  

Perhaps another interview with Kristi Wishinsky will do the trick. She was not 
qualified to be a Social Worker. She stole babies and gave them to homes that 
were not qualified. She and Kevin Dauphinais set up this whole mess long ago.  
She does great interviews. All upbeat and all.  

Can’t wait.  

Meanwhile, one of the official pall bearers for that tiny casket today, is a 
registered sex offender.  

Yes, that is what is going on out on the rez.  The corrupt don’t like that we are 
looking in.  The elected, with one exception (Kevin Cramer) don’t like us making 
them do their jobs. They don’t like us demanding they prove they are acting to 
change the unbridled corruption out there.  They don’t like it, but I don’t care. 
They have to do this.  

Being elected is to serve the people. The People of Spirit Lake need them to act, 
not just Photo Op wearing a blanket and being given an Indian Name.  The oil 
companies don’t need the politicians as much as the people of Spirit Lake need 
them right now. Put the lobbyists on hold for as long as it takes and fix this.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake don’t have a lobbyist.  The children are being 
murdered.  
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Now, show us all that you are reading and acting, according to protocol, on those 
13 Mandated Reports. It has to start there.  

None of us can stop until this is done and done right.  

 

“When Will This End?” 

I am asked that a lot. I think you know the answer. It will only end when those 
who murdered Eddie Peltier are brought to Justice.  They are the vortex of the 
evil that is killing the children of Spirit Lake Nation.  They are protected by fear 
and secrets that need to be told.  

When they are brought to Justice, the stinking blankets of rotting fear and 
corruption, will fall away and the Sunlight will purify all that is left.  From that point 
forward, the healing will begin. Not before. 

My Prayer 

“I pray for the Truth to come out, High and Low, Near and Far, Deep and Wide, 
and for the Truth to bring Justice, and Justice to bring Healing, reunion, Peace. 
And the Balance will be restored.” 

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

  

 

 

 


